Structure of action plan in FIRI 2024: Membership in international research infrastructures
General guidelines for action plan
The action plan is submitted as a PDF appendix on the tab ‘Action plan’ in the online services. Read the call text carefully and familiarise yourself with the review guidelines and review form before you start writing the plan.
· The maximum length of the action plan is five pages.
· The paper size is A4.
· The font is Calibri/Carlito 12 pt.
· The line spacing is 1.
· The margins are 20 mm.
· The text is left-aligned.
· Do not use paragraph indents.
· The font size in tables and images must be at least 10 pt.
· Use a single-column layout when writing the text.
· The list of references is included in the length of the action plan. The font size in the list is 10 pt.
· All references must be added directly into the text, for example as follows: (author(s), year) or [number]. You must not use footnotes.
· The maximum size of the PDF appendix is 50 MB.
The instructions and structure provided must be followed to ensure the equal treatment of applicants. The application cannot be submitted if the system detects an error in the headings, the page configuration or the structure.
Write the action plan on our template.
· You must not edit or delete the headings in the template. If necessary, you may add subheadings (level 3).
· See the How-to guides for the online services on our website for the technical instructions.

Begin the action plan with the following information:
Name of international research infrastructure in which membership is sought:
· in the same format as the name found in the drop-down menu or entered under ‘Other’ in the online services
Name of national research infrastructure:
· only if the name is different from the one above
National roadmap and Finnish activities related to international research infrastructure:
· Has an application concerning the national functions of the international research infrastructure been submitted to the Research Council of Finland’s roadmap call?
· Selection to the national roadmap 2025–2028 is a requirement for a possible membership recommendation.
Applicant organisation (head organisation):
Other participating research organisations (consortium parties):
Name of director of national research infrastructure:
Name of deputy director (if applicable):
Website of research infrastructure:
1 Activities of international research infrastructure and related functions in Finland
1.1 International research infrastructure
Describe the international research infrastructure and the services it offers. What role does the infrastructure play in Finland’s infrastructure and research landscape? How will the membership strengthen the existing national and international research infrastructure and research landscape? What synergies do you identify with other infrastructure actors?
· How is the international infrastructure linked to the infrastructure and research landscape internationally?
· What is the legal personality of the international research infrastructure, e.g. ERIC or equivalent? When was it set up and, which countries are members?
· Does the international research infrastructure have operational activities in Finland? What services would be provided for the international research infrastructure in Finland?
· How have Finnish actors been involved in the preparation of the international research infrastructure (e.g. EU funding projects and/or decision-making)?
In its activities, how does the international research infrastructure take account of the needs for change created by the growth of digitalisation and data intensity? How does the infrastructure take care of data security (protecting digital data from corruption, theft or unauthorised access) throughout its lifecycle?
1.2 Finnish activities related to international research infrastructure
Describe the Finnish activities of the international research infrastructure.
· Which Finnish organisations would participate in the administrative and/or operational activities of the international research infrastructure (ownership)? Is there a cooperation agreement or other similar agreement between the actors involved?
· Describe how the national activities are managed and organised. Describe the roles, expertise and rights and obligations of the national actors.
· Describe the main elements of the long-term usage plan for the international research infrastructure. How will the national actors promote the full utilisation of the international membership?
· Describe the user base of the international research infrastructure in Finland and how it will be expanded through the membership.
· To what extent are users working in organisations outside Finland making use of the international research infrastructure’s services produced in Finland?
· How will the membership influence attraction and retention in the Finnish research, development and innovation (RDI) system internationally?

2 Wide and versatile impact
2.1 Versatile impact
What societal impact and added value, both within and beyond academia, will the membership bring to RDI activities? Describe the international research infrastructure’s and the membership’s expected/realised openness, societal added value and impact beyond academia, for example:
· effects on business and industry, society and employment as well as connections with business activities and new business initiatives
· its effects on knowledge and innovation ecosystems.
How does the membership in the international research infrastructure support the research, development and innovation (RDI) ecosystem as a whole? How do the infrastructure and its networks contribute to international RDI cooperation?
How have impact objectives been discussed and agreed with stakeholders?
2.2 The green transition and sustainable development
What concrete actions does the international research infrastructure have to reach the carbon neutrality target? Has the international research infrastructure assessed or planned to assess its own carbon footprint?
Briefly describe how, in addition to the green transition, the research infrastructure can contribute to one or more of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals, either through its activities or through its services. How does it monitor the achievement of the objectives? Read more: Sustainable development principles
3 Long-term financial planning
Describe the funding base of the international research infrastructure and its national functions as well as the long-term funding plan for the maintenance and development of the activities. Since the national activities and their funding base were described in the long-term financial plan of the roadmap application, a reference to them is sufficient. Here, you can describe the funding base of the international research infrastructure in more detail.
Furthermore:
· What is the estimated amount of the membership fee in euros annually for Finland in 2025–2029?
· What is the estimated amount of EU funding (research infrastructure, research, or other funding) that Finland will receive through the membership?
